
We Have 
Some Catching 
Up to Do 

'tdc 0\'Cr Qshtm~ rnonth, aso I wi'Qie an article for I.P 
Mag.r.iu~ about the los PrC\-ention Foundanon. Maybe w 
e.1d it. maybe you didni. butrh:u docsni really manrr. The 

nlllin p00 1 of my 2tticlc 11'35 ro clcbr:uc lhc f.acc dur :a ~ ovudue 
nccd had fin~lly hem -.c:Md-indu<lf)'"' · nlfi tion or fos,, 
pm-mtion profcssion:lls. 

!lack !hen rhe Foundation " in · =ly A number of 
dedia!Cd prot ;;o.lrill< had per onncd :a tttmendoos :unoum o 11'0<1c 
by bringins d>e vision ro lik. \Vhcn I joolal the Foundation as a 
lwta m<rnbcJ. lhcre \\'Crt' only 00 members and 0 pro(ession.ll 

d1a1 had adtin'td IJ'C ccrtil'i tion. 1\'ow lhc Foundation c:m boost 
2,700 n>etn~ hundrtd ofiJ'Q aJI<I Ll'C ni • tiol C'Ofll~t'd. 
and almosl 900 cumndy mrollcd! Tha.r an~~. but ~ybc )W'n: 

II'O<ldmng.. - whar' )'001' poim?" 

LP professionals finally have 
something that is valuable, 
necessary, and affordable, 
yet only a small percentage 

of us have taken 
advantage of certification. 

~i)' poim · !hi<. In ju.<1 cigllrca~ momhs huodttd' of I.P 
~till, ha1"C Qlcen a<Mnrn~ of rhe opponunicy to >lnnd out 
~ thdr ~ c: rhc, ~las LPQ « IJ'C lool; ~~ a.ftrr 
SOO'f<'OIY • IWllc:, but dlar isrt 'r why dl<St ~ s sund out in m)' mind. 
They ~nd oorl usc they lt11'C nude it dc:lr to u< 1h.11 dq hdic\'C 
in pmonal and pro~ gro11th: mu...., so that they hal'e 
in•'CSlcd considcrnblt hours in lc.mling. growing. and dc:--doping as 
kadm firs! arid LP pro(c:ssioctllls SC\'Ond. 

1 c:cn;>inl · "~ 1 cool l lo t ca h and e~·rry n:arnc hen:, but suffice to 
y, "Congrnrolations!- I am ~lly protrd to sane th.·u 1\1-mty·thn:c: 

of my l.P tC3111 :m cum:ntly dVOikd « ha1·c been ccni&d. 

That Was Easy. 
i\ctmll)·. no it isn't. Ach~ing or cmilic.-!tion · just 

aboot :anythins but co . The · modu that comprise rhc, IJ'C 
rricu1ur~ip princip:1 bu<incs.• prir~ls, I.P op=rion<, 
fcly :uld rnk nun.1SC"'1Cf1t, rrisO nun:aSC"'1Cf11. 3nd wpply-chlin 

S«Urit)'-ltlrily scc:m bcni~ coough. but allow n~r tO personally sun
)'00, this is no qWclc rt:Jd. 
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Thac: :ttc: thiii)'(WlC ~ub·modulc< contlincd in the I .PC cutri.:ulum, 
c:Kt1 "'O<thy of thru- own module in my opinion. · about · , 
lhcre =hundreds of 00\\'·10 books on these top' alone. Rro · 
ron•pcc:bending. and d. ·ns all of th. infonn:uion is hard work. 
Hor~e:>tly, w\c lt'.llly SOli want to kam, grow, and dC\'Ciop I take 
on this hal~. 

I Wrsh I Had the Time. 
I hc,ar that aU the {ifll(, and by the \\'3)' it' a ,·~lid ~atcn1CI1t. e 

<>II ha1'C way too many rhinss on our plates (I won't insult )'00 by 
listing tbcm """''·but hen:' lhc thing-if you w:1it until you ha1~ lhc 
time, you 'U probdbly rln'CI' !)IS 411l<and to ic rq;;udlc:$) of )'OUr bc$l 
intention Truth · this i aboo h;,,;, time nd fnr men aboot 
having mmirment to )'OUt fwun-. Once: )'011 mroll. you'U make time. 

Will Certification Make a Difference? 
Thn:c letter-s at the, md of somcooe' na.mc doesn't mal;c lhcm 

a bctta person. it docsn't make rhtn> a beuer professional. and 
it c:cnainly doesn't inhcn:ndy rnakclhcm 3 better !coder. But it 
absotutd)' d do onc thing (at lase \lith mc). 11 opm door<. Wh;u 
dolmron? 

Here-' lhc ~rio. l.d' )' I ""'"a position open on ffi)' 
fodd '""'"'· ftrr 3 numbrr o in tel'\;.., thc eandid.1tr::. ha'"' b«n 
narrowed down to 1\1'0. &.h ha1~ pt expmcncc: and boch ""'"a 
wck ro.~ of~~ results. On., is c:cni&d. and one · not. If I were 
thc hiring manaFo :and in, all rhin&- bcifl& cqwl, I'd &i' c lhc nod 
to lhc cutified ndidatc. Why? ()( bcci<L-.c dtq'rc cutified, bot 
~ I ...., a andidatc that values p<TSOIUI and professional gt0\11h 
and dcvdopmeru. I Stt 3 eandid:uc who isrt"r sitrins stiD 11-.ticing (Of 
their rca t happen; chc:y'n- rn.'lkir their rca happen. 

108,000 and Growing / 
there )'Ou ha c ir. That'> my pitch for gromh and dc,clopnl<Tit ;:: 

through ccni ri M"r. To be truthful, I 11'3<n 'I a,kcd t<l write thi., 
anadc:; I asked if I «Xrld >Ubmrt thi :ano;k. \Vhy? Be..~ from my /0 
pcnpectil~. ""'a lP profcssi0031 finally Uai'C SOillt'lhing 1ha1 i 
l'aluabk.~~«CS<:~ry, :and :afford.1()lr, )'CI only 3 ~riUII pcn/:au:>&tyor 
ha1oe t~l:en ~d,'3nt~gc of the, olfrrir'llo- }.1>· t;lreoo.' • 
to do \li th Ia of nmc than Ia · of ~ircr,31 
Bur I gw.rantcc )W rha1 )'00 'II nr•'Cf luv~ the ti~lt 
10 h.1pprn; )'QU need to nuke th~ 1in1t. / / / ' 

Hen:\ 3 fun ~ct. Did you know that 
pro~ ru lu•-c bcronle <clllfltd)n 

me t hing up to do. • 
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